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MEMORIAL DAY HISTORY 

 
While Veterans' Day in November is to honor all those who served their nation in war, Memorial Day is primarily to honor those 
who died in military service. This all-American holiday has its roots in the practice of women of decorating the graves of their 
loved ones who had died in the Civil War, and was originally also called Decoration Day. Memorial Day was celebrated on May 30 
after 1868; since 1971 it is celebrated on the last Monday in May, though a few states have kept to the May 30 date.  
Commander in Chief John A. Logan of the Grand Army of the Republic issued the 1868 proclamation declaring the first Decoration 
Day. He credited his wife, Mary Logan, with the suggestion for the commemoration. But the idea had its roots in the decoration of 
the graves of Civil War dead by women, going back at least to 1864.  
On April 25, 1866, in Columbus, Mississippi, a women's association decorated the graves of both Union and Confederate soldiers. 
In a nation trying to find a way to move on after a war  
that split the country, states, communities and even families, this gesture was welcomed as a way to lay the past to rest while 
honoring those who had fought on either side.  
The first formal observance seems to have been on May 5, 1866, in Waterloo, New York -- President Lyndon Johnson recognized 
this as the "Birthplace of Memorial Day."  
On May 30, 1870, General Logan gave an address in honor of the new commemorative holiday. In it he said: "This Memorial Day, 
on which we decorate their graves with the tokens of love and affection, is no idle ceremony with us, to pass away an hour; but it 
brings back to our minds in all their vividness the fearful conflicts of that terrible war in which they fell as victims.... Let us, then, 
all unite in the solemn feelings of the hour, and tender with our flowers the warmest sympathies of our souls! Let us revive our 
patriotism and love of country by this act, and strengthen our loyalty by the example of the noble dead around us . . ." 

 

MEMORIAL DAY – SIERRA VISTA 

 
On Monday, 31 May, at the Southern Arizona Veterans Memorial Cemetery, starting at 1400, the Carillon Bell will be dedicated, 
followed by the traditional Memorial Day Rembererance. Immediately following the ceremony, we are invited to a reception at 
the VFW Hall with complimentary refreshments, including Hors d'oeuvres, soft drinks, beer and wine. 

 

TRANSFORMATION IN WARFARE AND THE EVOLUTION OF TARGETING 

 
 

As part of our Chapter’s Award-Winning Professional Development Luncheon Program, on Tuesday, 25 May 2010 at the Sierra 
Vista Elks Lodge Number 2065 from 1130-1230, we will be exposed to the Transformation In Warfare And The Evolution Of 
Targeting  with Chief Warrant Officer Four Joe Lancaster, an Army Interrogator by trade and a historian by interest. Chief Joe will 
take us from the one-on-one clubbing to the rapid changes, we’ve seen from World War Two to the ghostly cowards called 
Terrorists.  
 
Spouses and guests are especially welcome for these luncheons and it is not necessary that one be a chapter or even a USAWOA 
member to attend our Chapter monthly Professional Development Luncheons.  

 
As seating is limited, it is important that everyone make a reservation to ensure your seating and this would be a good time to 
contact CW3-R Don Newcomer at 520-456-1918 or dmnewc1@outdrs.net.  The final RSVP date is Friday, 21 May 2010.

 

mailto:dmnewc1@outdrs.net
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JOINT RESOLUTION BY WO HERITAGE FOUNDATION AND USAWOA 

  

On April, 24, 2010, the USAWOA Board of Directors joined in issuing a Joint Resolution together with the 
Warrant Officers Heritage Foundation to support an initiative for the Casemate Museum at Fort Monroe, 
Virginia to remain as an active Army Museum in the United States Army Museum System - see the Resolution 
at  http://www.usawoa.org/WOHERITAGE/Casemate-MuseumResolution-Apr10.pdf. 
 

(See also "Fort Monroe's Little Known History: Birthplace of the U. S. Army Warrant Officer.") 

 

OFFICIAL URGES GULF WAR VETS TO SEEK VA CARE 

 

Gulf War veterans with medical symptoms should seek treatment through the Department of Veterans Affairs 
in light of a recent study that says Gulf War service is a cause of post-traumatic stress disorder, a senior Military 
Health System official said. In an interview, Dr. Michael Kilpatrick, director of strategic communications for the 
Military Health System, said that if Gulf War veterans seek care through VA, rather than private doctors, 
researchers can continue to track their data and search for causes of their symptoms. Congress has ordered 
that Gulf War veterans still qualify for high-priority care through the VA, and Kilpatrick urged them to use it. For 
more information see: http://www.defense.gov/news/newsarticle.aspx?id=58860. 

 
 

CHAPTER SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS 
 

Youth and JROTC Director Cecil Dildine reported to the EXCOM that the 3-member Scholarship Selection committee – Dave 
Freeman, Greg Gluck, and Eric Kline reviewed the two Packets submitted and awarded Ariana Dildine – with 22 out of a possible 
24 points, First Place and Isaac Gorski – with 16.6 out of 24 points Second Place.  
These two outstanding students, upon matriculating to the school of their choice and written certification, from the school, 
Treasurer will two checks, as follows: Ariana Dildine $1,500 and Gorski $1,000. 

Congratulations Ariana and Isaac.   

 

 

MILITARY HUMOR 

     

 

http://www.usawoa.org/WOHERITAGE/Casemate-MuseumResolution-Apr10.pdf
http://www.usawoa.org/WOHERITAGE/Casemate-MuseumResolution-Apr10.pdf
http://www.usawoa.org/WOHERITAGE/Casemate+WO+article+-7-25-08.pdf
http://www.defense.gov/news/newsarticle.aspx?id=58860
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60
th ANNIVERSARY COMMEMORATION OF THE START OF THE KOREAN WAR 

 

 

 

On Saturday, June 26th, 2010, the Korean Community of Tucson, 
with 

the Arizona Korean War Veterans Association 
and 

 the Arizona Department of Veterans Services 
∞ 

invite you to attend 
this Special Event 

that recognizes the beginning of the Korean War 
∞ 

To be held at the Korean War Memorial 
located in 

Veterans Memorial Park 
Ajo Way and Forgeus, Tucson 

(across from UPH Hospital) 
∞ 

at 10:00 AM 
Lunch and Entertainment to follow 

At Noon 
 

 

Mrs. Maria Hooker                                                                   Norman Ross 
Event Co-Chair                                                                    Vice-Commander 
Korean Community                            Arizona Korean War Veterans Assn.
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JUNE 2010 CHAPTER CALENDAR 

 

 
Fri 04 Southern Arizona Veterans Memorial Cemetery Foundation VFW Hall 0900-1015 

 

Fri 04 Joint Service Clubs of Greater Sierra Vista   VFW Hall 1030ð1130 

 

Sat 05 Greater Sierra Vista United Veterans Council   VFW Hall 0800-0930 

 

Tue 15 EXCOM Meeting        Elks Lodge 1130-1230 

 

Tue 22 Professional Development Luncheon     Elks Lodge 1130-1230  

 

As of: Wednesday, 12 May 2010  

 
 

 

LEADERSHIP 

2009-2011 

    
OFFICE INCUMBANT EMAIL ADDRESS CONTACT PHONE 

President CW3R Joe Gill JoeGill1@cox.net  520-249-0253 

Vice President CW3R Harry Bowen harrybowen@aol.com 520-508-2685 

Secretary CW4 Kevin Gorski kevin.groski@us.army.mil 520-255-2810 

Treasurer CW5R Dave James david.w.james@us.army.mil 520-538-2682 

Chaplain CH(COL) Tom Day tom.day@us.army.mil 520-533-4748 

    
DIRECTORS 

Community and Veterans 

CW4R Tom 

Wisniewski atw47@aol.com 520-458-1632 

Fund Raising Mrs. Lisa Gorski ldgorski@hotmail.com 520-255-2812 

Professional Development CW2 Gale Russell gale.russell@us.army.mil 520-227-8027 

Public Affairs --Pending Fill-- 

 
Youth and Scholarships CW2R Cecil Dildine cecil.dildine@us.army.mil 520-249-0683 

 

 

KEY CORPS DATES 

 

92 Years of Service -- United States Army Warrant Officer Corps 

Friday, 09 July 1918 

38 Years of Service ð United States Army Warrant Officers Association 

Sunday, 04 July 1972 

38 Years of Service ð Arizona Silver Chapter ð USAWOA 

Monday, 01 November 1972
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